
30-A-Central 22-A-Bur. 26-A-No. Eat* 28-A-North 30-A-Wett 26-A-Eoit T H E N E W S Von Nuys (Calif.)— Friday, Augurt 9, 1961

FORMER 500
ACE PARSONS
IN NEW JOB

A second Indianapolis
champion driver has joined
the ranks of engineers and
technicians on the staff of
the Automotive Research
Division of Application Be-
search Corporation in Los
Angeles.

Johnnie Parsons of Van
Nuys, winner of the famed
Indianapolis 500 Mile auto
race in 1950 joins Sam
Hanks of Pacific Palisades,
1957 Indy champion, on the
staff of safety experts at
Application Research.

Parsons will be assigned
to the ARC proving grounds
at Mira Loma, Calif., whei-e
he will serve as an installa-
tion specialist of technical
equipment ttsed in testing
vehicles.

CLEAE THE TRACK—Johnny Carter of Van Nuys (left) cuts off bid by
South Gate's Elliot Schultz entering turn of Class "A" motorcycle race at
Whiteman Stadium. Carter went on to capture main event. Action will con-
tinue tomorrow night at Pacoima track with first scheduled race to get under-
way at 8:30 p.m.

MOTOR SPORTS 7ODAY
by DEKE HOULGATE

1

Used to be when you hearc
the name Unser you though
of the hill that Lt Zebulon
Pike found while poking
around the West for Presiden
"Jefferson. One Unser after
another has played king o:
that mountain in the annua

'hill-climb motor racing clas
sic.

Now, just when Bobby has
•got us fans used to the fac
that Unse^ win other places
too, along comes Al Unser to
top Mm.

Bobby's younger brother A
has been on the brink of great-
ness for awhile, but he has
Just won his first, second
third, fourth and fifth champi-
onship races of all time. He
.raced again last week end
after this was written.

So "little brother" Al is
second place in the point
standings both of the USAC
championship division and

- the stock car division. How-
ever, if he kept a diary it
wonld probably read: "14

• championship races—I beat
Bobby eight times."

The best tribute to Al's
fierce competitive pride and
ability as a driver comes from
brother Bobby.

"I'm tellin' you, I like to
beat my brother,1' Bobby con-
fided once. "I really like
beatin' him. If we were to
have a race with tricycles I'd
break my back to beat him.

"If you want to know,
though, I have to work hard
to do it. He's good. Maybe
I'm the only one knows just
how good he really is."

That historic hill is as good
a test as any of how good Al
Unser is. Bobby runs up the
hill every year. Al didn't go
there until 1960,
ished second to

and he fin-
his brother.

He ran again in '62, finishing
second again.

HP wont bark in '64, beat
Bobby to break a lonjr chain
of his brother's victories
and set a speed record in
fhe bargain. Al was back
the next year. He won
again.

Not being addicted to Pikes
Peak, he~ doesn't go every
year.

It's difficult to discuss any-
body named Unser without
constantly flashing back to the
12.5-mile sightseers' road
from 9400 feet to the 14,109-ft.
summit.

Their lives seem to center
around the uphill time trial in
the Rockies.

First came Uncle Joe Un-
ser, who was a Pikes peak
regular until his death in 1929.

Next in racing were broth-
ers Jerry Unser Sr., the fa-
ther who lived not qnite long

enough to see one of his sons
win the Indianapolis 500,
and Louis Unser, a winner
at the hill nine times.

Jerry Jr., oldest of the gen
eration of boys sired by Jerry
Sr., won the hillclimb twice
before he met his death in 195£
racing at Indianapolis.

Al has won twice and Bobrry
nine times, to tie his Uncle
Louie's record.

Statistics kept by USAC
show that since the road was
opened to traffic and to racing
52 years ago Unsers have won
at Pikes Peak 25 times.

Down here below the clouds
on level ground, Al has been
notable this year as the one
championship driver who has
followed Andy Granatelli'
advice and switched his race
car over to 4-wheel-drive.

His arguments against the
United States Auto Club ban
of 4WD for the 1970 season are
reportedly being given serious
consideration.

At the speedway Al
crashed only 41 laps after
the start when a wheel came
off. That's a shame, because
Al now wears the Indianapo-
lis 500 results like an al-
batross around his neck.

Since Indy the writers have
been calling Al "the other Un-

against 4V/D. He's not
cerned because he has

As they overlook the fact
hat there has been somebody
named Unser in a race car
almost continuously for more
ihan 30 years, the racing press
lias found a sure way to get
under his skin. Al is the Avis
of auto racing. He's the cham-
pion's kid brother.

Not everybody thinks of him
as a kid, however. Al has be-
rated USAC for taking action

con-
won

ive times, placed third, fourth
twice and 12th.

He argues that 4WD is safer
ban conventional two-wheel-
Irive.

The rules committee is lis-
ening to him, whereas.it ap-

peared to ignore the same ar-
jument by Granatelli.

Everybody's noticing Al
Unser these days. As re-
cently as last February at
Daytona that wasn't the
case.
Al drove the high banks for

he first time in the Daytona
500.

Late in the race he was run-
ning a strong third when he
crushed the wall and had to
make an unscheduled pit stop.

He still finished fourth to
break up the Mercury-Ford
parade in that important race
with his Dodge.

Meanwhile, up in the press
box they passed around
sheet to the writers so they
could vote for the top rookie
Al's name wasn't even on the
list. The stock car racing re-
porters who cover that race
are a pretty wise bunch.

They made Al Unset- (he
first "write-in'' winner ever
to tako rookie honors at the
Daytona 500.
Al celebrated his 30th birth'

day the day before this year'?
Indy 500 at a private famih
gathering. He has been com-
peting at the speedway on in a
race car somewhere for 11 o:
those birthdays.

From racing modified road-
sters around his Albuquerque
N.M., home, Al jumped to
sprint cars, campaigning his
way through both the Califor-
nia Racing Association anc
International Motor Contest
Association to USAC's sprint
and midget circuits in 1961.

His apprenticeship lasted
eight years, and then all of a
sudden he was driving in the
big time and winning at the
hill.

Al was considered ready
for Indy the next year, and
an early sponsor took him
there.

California Frank Arciero,
who gave Al a lot of early
sports car road racing experi-
ence, hired him to drive a
Maserati at Indy.

The car just didn't have it,
and Al jumped to a Sheraton
Thompson car to qualify. He
finished ninth.

In 1966 he drove an STP
Lotus Ford and was running
third 17 seconds ahead of
eventual winner Graham Hill
when the Granatelli Jinx
overtook him and he hit the
wall.

Controversy over Parnelli
Jones' turbine dominated the
67 race, so much so that some

folks never fully appreciated
that A. J. Foyt won the race.

Even if they did know the
winner, they'd never guess
that Al Unser finished sec-
ond. Last season he was
fifth best USAC champion-
ship driver and stock car
rookie of the year, but he
has already topped himself
this season.
You can bet he's counting

the days until the wire service
stories start off like this:

:'Bobby Unser, brother of
auto racing star Al, . . ."

Instead of the other way
around.

PROFESSIONAL MOTORCYCLE

SPEEDWAY SHORT TRACK
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WHITEMAN STADIUM
12130 Pierce., Pacoima

Tok* Terra Bella exit «osr
off Golden Stale Freeway

With next week's taxing
Monza 120 in mind, Sportsman
drivers are expected to go all
out tomorrow night at Saugus
Ipeedway in the 40-lap main

event.
The feature, highlight of a

12-event Pacific Racing Asso-
ciation program of racing,

ll give drivers a chance to
see how their cars will hold up
under the stress of three 40-lap
main events that make up the

Jack O'Brien
Outdistances
'Cycle Foes

Jack O'Brien of Santa Moni-
ca continues to pour on the
pressure in Class A speedway
motorcycle competition, far
outdistancing his bike-bound
rivals. He again tops the field
in tomorrow night's 20-race
program at Whiteman Stadi-
um in Pacoima.

Last week he led by 230
points, this week he's 330
points ahead, next week they
may have to create a new
division for the speedster.

A victory in the "B" main
and a trophy dash win
pushed O'Brien out of sight
from rnnner-np Steve Scott
>nf Van Nuys, who now must
worry about holding onto
second place.
Scott tumbled from his cycle

in a heat race, then was
bounced out of the "A'1 main
last week end in a tight corner
turn on the fifth-mile track.

Coming up fast in a tie for
third place are Sammy Tan-
ner of Long Beach and Bruce
Haserot of G-ardena.

They both sport 320 points
with the biggest jump having
been made by Tanner.

Rammin' Sammy picked up
130 points with a second in
the "A" main behind Johnny
Carter of Van Nuys and a
third in the dash.

Haserot was roughed «P
in a fall but will be back
with Scott and 40 other Na-
tional Speedway daredeTils
Saturday night at 8:30 p.m.
Standings:
O'Brien, 830; Scott, 500;

Tanner, 320; Haserot, 320; Jon
Thomas, Sunland, 315; John
Hateley, Burbank, 305; Eddie
Mulder, Burbank, 280; Jim
Nicholson, Granada Hills, 2SO;
Paul Conserriere, Redondo
Beach, 275. and Don Hawley,
Inglewood, 260.

CRA Sprint Cars
Return to Ascot
Course Tomorrow

More than 50 Indianap'olis-
type race cars will return to
Gardena's Ascot Park tomor-
row night, when the CRA
sprint cars return after a
three week absence. Racing
will start at 8:30 p.m. on the
%-mile clay oval.

Heading the large field will
be nine-time CRA feature win-
ner Bobby Hogle of Buena
Park.

Other top drivers include
Billy Wilkerson of El Monte;
Bob McCoy and Dick Fries of
San Diego, and Jimmy Oskie
of Maywood.

Rams Seek Fifth
Including exhibition and

playoff games, the Los Ange-
es Rams have won four
straight from the
Browns. The last

Cleveland
Cleveland

victory was 21-19 in the 1965
exhibition game at the Coli-
eum.

BMW
Experts call it the most spectacular
bargain of all imported cars.

BAVARIAN MOTOR WORKS

Car and Driver Magazine says, "The
BMW 1600 is the best $2500 car
we've ever tested, and the BMW 2002
is most certainly the best $2850
sedan in the whole cotton-picking
world!" Want to see why? Visit
your BMW dealer today.

'2658
P.O.E. Los Angelci

LARGEST EXCLUSIVE BMW
DEALERSHIP ON THE WEST COAST

RINNER-KLODT BMW Corp.
"Where Service Cnmcs First"

5230 VAN NUYS BLVD. 788-1791

PRA Drivers to Go All Out
In Saugus Speedway Feature

annual Monza, scheduled a
week from tomorrow, Aug. 17.

Last year, Ron Homaday
nabbed the tuneup race,
then wan the first Monza
40-lapper before Eddie Gray
took it all by nailing down
the final pair.
Hornaday hopes to unveil

his spanking new 1957 model
Ford tomorrow, a car he and
owner Leon Ruther have been

milding since early In the
eason.
Hornaday, the 37-year-old

eteran from Chatsworth, is
he man to beat no matter
vhat oar he drives.
He has hit the groove in

ecent weeks after a slow
tart and figures to be in the
hick of the battle for first
lace money tomorrow along

with division leader Jimmy
nsolo, driving a Chevrolet,
'Wild Bill" Foster in his Ply-

mouth and Oren Prosser, also
wheeling aJ3ie-vy.

The Sportsman trophy
dash kicks off the 8 o'clock
card, which also features
main events in the suppor-
ting Cadet and Limited
Stock classes.
Twenty minutes from the
an Fernando Valley, Saugus
Ipeedway is located on
soledad Canyon Rd.. one mile
ast of San Fernando Rd.

WINNING COMBINATION
Rill Young of Montrose, who drove Lotus Elan in C
Production sports car race at Riverside, poses with
television and motion picture star Karen Arthur,
who served as race queen.

Mission Bells Ring
at Riverside Track

The mission bells are ringing in Riversidel The
portion of the calendar at Riverside Internationa
rlaceway which incorporates the most varied and com

prehensive schedule of events in all of auto racirij
will begin with the Missioi
Bell "250" for Trans
American Sedans, Sept. 7-8.

Speeds near 160 miles-an
hour will be attained by thi
popular domestic-manufac
tured compact cars in thi
Sports Car Club of Americ;
sanctioned event for Chev
rolet C a m a r o s, America!

Javelins, Fort

Road Racing Footage
Available to Public

"Twenty Seven Hours to La Paz," the official mo-
tion picture of the Inaugural Mexican 1000 Rally, is
now available for special showings in Southern Cali-
fornia, according to Ed Pearlman, president of the
National Off Road Racing As-
sociation.

The 23-minnfe color film
of last November's high-
speed motor contest in Baja
California, It includes
scenes of the starting lines
in Tijuana and Ensenada,
the end of the pavement at
Ari'nyo SPPO, check points at
Santa Yncz, El Arco and La
Purisima and the finish line
in La Paz.
Also featured is on-the-trail

footage photographed by Ray
Brock, publisher of Hot Rod
Magazine and a driver in the
event.

Narration is by Stan Rich-
ards, the noted television per-
sonality, and Ak Miller, who
shared a vehicle with Brock in
the contest.

"Twenty Seven Hours to
La Paz" is a Championship
Racefilm Production, pro-
duced and directed by Fred
Bailey.
It has original theme music

composed and performed by
Bill Virchis.

Groups interested in
viewing the film should con-
tact either Ed Pearlman or
John Lawlor at NORRA, 19720
Ventura Blvd., Suite H, Wood-
land Hills. Calif. 91364.

Telephone number is (213)
883-4140.

LACKER BIDS FOR
TENTH STRAIGHT
MOTORCYCLE WIN

Mel Lacher •will be after an
incredible 10th straight main
event victory in the motorcy-
cle racing meet tonight at As-
cot Park. First post is at 8:15.

The Harley-Davidson pilot's
win streak is to the two-
wheeled racing sport what
Don Drysdale's recent string
of shutout innings was to
pitching.

Lacher hasn't lost at Ascot
since clear back in May. Anc
the way he is riding indicate:
the string could be extendec
even further.

The history of racing over
the past 10 years at Ascot has
not been productive of long
win streaks.

Competition has always
been intense and it's neces-
sary to heat a large share of
the top cycle jockeys in the
West every Friday.

If things keep up, Managing
Director J. C. Agajanian wil
have to simply hand Lacher
the winner's share of the
purse before the race.

You can bet
your life

its the world's
safest small

car.
SAAB is not an ordinary
small car. Why not?" Be-
cause most ordinary small
cars don't give you even as
options, all the safety fea-
tures that are standard on

AAB. Take the dual diag-
onal braking system on
SAAB, for instance. It's the
safest on any car.

Lifetime Engine Guarantee Available.

Ask nhout our new SAAB Leasing Program.

Unusuol overseas plan1 Fre<? shipment from Sweden to P.O E. East Coast.

"Succcu Thru Sincerity"

HASTE & HIRSTY 11647 Ventura Blvd.
Studio City 766-3847

FAVORITE — Chatsr-
worth's Ron Hornaday
will be in 24-car lineup
at Saugus Speedway to-
morrow n i g h t in "A."
main.

CHECK
25

POINT
-Calendar of romine e% rats

for Sports Car-,
as. 9—SPOT FCCA "Friday F l y e r ' , _ _ _ _ _
Straight navigational rallye with be-1- , , . • ,
Rinner & SOP classes. Starts S P m , MOlOrs
West Covma Plaza, San Bernardino
Fwy. & Vincent olt lamp, West
Covina. Fee: $2 FCCA, 5250 guests.
Open to all Information: 336-5764.

lus. 10—SB RT "Shot In The Dark"
Gimmick rallye. Starts 8 p.m.. May
Co. Auto Center parking lot, Artesia
& Hawthorne Blvd., Redondo Beach.
Registration open 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m
Fee: 53 includes DP. One trophy
awarded every 7 cars. Information
676-0628.
UK. 10—CNC Rallye Team "Sorry
Safari V." Gimmick rallye. Starts
6-30 pm., Eastland Shopping Centei,
San Bernardino Fwy. at Barrance,
West Covina. Two classes, experi-
enced & beginner. Many trophies
awarded in each class including team
trophies. Information. 862-2275.

inK. 1]—CC VW gymkhana. Running
time is noon to dark. Each run about
25 minutes. Starts noon, Cotton Goff
parking lot, Santa Ana Fwy., Buenang l

EiPark. Eight different events with 14.
trophies Closed event — VWs
Information. 714/521-6050.

onlv.

sand Oaks Ventura
roads About 5 hours.

.UR-. n — T r l - C o u n t i e s SCC "Que
Paso?." Straight navigational rallye
Associated rallye for Aug. Starts S:01
a.m., Monty's Los Rnbles Inn, Thou-

County bark
.. . Three classes,

expert, navigational & SOP Many
trophies will be awarded in each
class Including Dan Shumate Memori-
al Trophy & the Hughes Mark Award.
Fee: $10 includes license-plate rallye
number, 2 jacket patches, morning
coffee break & bar-be-que steak din-
ner for driver & navigator at finish
Limit of 200 cais. Information
340-0769

ins- 13—Porsche Owners Club "Monza
West." Slalom & drivers training
session for Porsches only. New rules
using ten Porsche classes. Tech ins-
pection & register 8'30 am.-12:30
p.m. Practice & driver tiaimng 9
a m -1 30 p m. Timed runs begin 2
p.m., Whiteman Stadium, Pacoima
Helmets, safety belts, shirts, long
trousers & shoes that cover feet are
mandatory. Helmets available cour-
tesy Bell-Topex. Concession booth
open all day. Information: 463-8134,
347-0877
hon: 785-0062.

Mall data for this column to:
Alice Steams-Check Point

Van Nuys New-; & Valley Green Sheet
Box 310

Van Nuys, Calif.
91408

Mustangs, Pontiac Firebirds
Mercury Cougars, Dodgi
Darts and Plymouth Bar
racudas.

Popular stars Dayey
Pearson, the defending Mis-
sion Bell winner, is among
entrants for the premier
event of the 13-race series.
Entries are expected fron

among recently-crowned klnj
Mark Donohue, who is als<
leading the Trans-Am chase
defending Trans-Am chamj
Jerry Titus and exciting new
comers Sam Posey and Craig
Fisher.

The program will include t
California Sports Car Clul
series of shorter races for pro
duction sports cars, formuh
machines and all the othei
racers in local ranks.

Tickets, good for both
days of racing, cost $5 and
include choice of free grand-
stand seat at various loca-
tions around the Raceway.
The Mission Bell "250" wil'

be followed b3r the Los Ange
Ics Times Grand Prix, Oct. 27

Tickets for the Mission BeV
may he purchased at the
Raceway, 22255 Eucalyptu?
Ave., Riverside, 92508 and al
Wallich's stores in Hollywood,
Panorama City, Torrance,
Lakewood, Costa Mesa, and
West Covina.

Due to increase in business our

SERVICE DEPT.

NOW OPEN TIL 10P.M.
5 DAYS A WEEK

MASHAK CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH
5233 Van Nuys Blvd. ST 8-4740

CAR PROBLEMS?
BE SURE - TEST & SERVICE YOUR CAR AT

aUTO-MeTRICS
AUTOMOTIVE DIAGNOSTIC LANE & SERVICE CB4TER

FEATURING DYNA-TRAK COMPUTE* CAR CA*k

OVER 100 DYNAMIC
ELECTRONIC TESTS

IN 55 MINUTES

VACATION $ A95
SPECIAL 9

Call Today for Your Appointment Phone 988-5510
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aUTO-M6TRICS
5540 SEPULVEDA BLVD. VAN NUYS, CAUP
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